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Agencies Reject Report Linking Linens, Disease in UPMC Mold Case 
 
ALEXANDRIA, Va., January 30, 2017—State and federal health officials last week reaffirmed their earlier 
findings that cleared linens in the 2015 and 2016 deaths of five immune-compromised University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) patients, despite a report for UPMC circulated to media outlets by a 
plaintiffs’ lawyer who is suing UPMC and Paris Cos., DuBois, Pa., on charges of causing the fatal 
infections in two cases. 
 
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Pennsylvania Department of Health 
(PaDOH) pointed to the lack of evidence to implicate linens as a source of mold that infected the 
patients, who were already critically ill. Both agencies stated they would not investigate further. 
 
TRSA Hygienically Clean Healthcare certification requires initial and ongoing quarterly microbiological 
testing. In addition, yeast and mold activity levels are determined. 
 
Hygienically Clean Healthcare standards for processing linens and garments require inspection to verify 
laundries’ commitment to best management practices (BMPs) plus this microbial testing to quantify 
hygiene of clean textiles produced. Certification confirms a laundry’s dedication to compliance and 
BMPs as described in its quality assurance documentation (QA). The standard calls for a supplemental 
second inspection during a facility’s three-year certification period. 
 
The TRSA Hygienically Clean Healthcare Advisory Board, Healthcare Committee, and Hygienically Clean 
Users Groups are aware of the report and litigation, and will be reviewing all Hygienically Clean 
Healthcare policies and procedures, including testing and inspection.  
 
The study referenced by plaintiffs’ attorneys did not significantly measure clean linen contamination at 
the Paris facility or the hospital, nor did it directly link any linen to patients.  
 
ABOUT HYGIENICALLY CLEAN 
TRSA Hygienically Clean certifications recognize textile services companies’ commitment to cleanliness 
through laundry plant inspection and third-party, quantified biological testing. Inspection and re-
inspection verify that items are washed, dried, ironed, packed, transported and delivered using best 
management practices (BMPs) to meet key disinfection criteria. Between inspections, ongoing microbial 
testing quantifies cleanliness and indicates laundry process adjustments. This combination of process 
and outcome measures ensures textiles cleaned in certified facilities meet standards appropriate for 
businesses that use them, with specialty certifications (Hygienically Clean Food Safety, Hygienically 
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Clean Food Service, Hygienically Clean Healthcare, Hygienically Clean Hospitality) and a universal 
designation (Hygienically Clean) for other laundry market segments. Visit www.hygienicallyclean.org 
 
ABOUT TRSA 
TRSA (www.trsa.org) represents the $18-billion+ linen, uniform and facility services industry which 
employs 200,000+ people at 1,500+ facilities nationwide TRSA quantifies our industry’s commitment to 
cleanliness and sustainability through our Clean Green and Hygienically Clean Certification programs. 
Most Americans benefit at least once per week from the cleanliness and safety of laundered, reusable 
linens, uniforms, towels, mats and other products provided to the service, industrial/manufacturing, 
hospitality, restaurant and healthcare sectors.  TRSA increases productivity, sustainability, safety and 
professionalism through education, certification, research, benchmarking and information-sharing. 
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